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Her study investigated the role of oral language in phonemic and phonological development of
pupils with hard of hearing impairment in Zambia. Her study provides insights on the importance
of oral language when delivering lessons as well as teaching materials that stimulates phonemic
and phonological development. The major findings of her study show that hard of hearing pupils
displayed insufficient knowledge in letter sound knowledge and sound blending tasks. It was
further established that both expressive and receptive vocabularies did not predict sound
awareness in hard of hearing pupils due to lack of instruction in this area. Rose’s thesis has made
a contribution by establishing that oral language has a role in phonemic and phonological
development of pupils with hard of hearing impairment. When teachers used visual charts, flash
cards and pictures awareness of sounds was stimulated in pupils with hard of hearing
impairment. Building on these findings, the study recommends that pupils with hard of hearing
impairment should be identified early by teachers, possibly at entry into pre-school or grade one
so that they are provided with hearing aid device to help them speed up the acquisition of oral
language skills. Teachers of the hard of hearing pupils should utilize oral language when
teaching phonemic and phonological skills. Ministry of General Education (MoGE) should
provide appropriate and adequate teaching aids in schools in order to help teachers deliver
lessons effectively to the hard of hearing pupils. In addition, schools should conduct continuous
professional development seminars for teachers to learn how to teach phonemic and
phonological skills to the hard of hearing pupils.
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